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Brownsea Island, situated in Poole Harbour - 

Dorset, is where Baden-Powell held his 

experimental camp in 1907 which led to the start 

of Scouting and Guiding.   

Opened in 2007, Baden-Powell Outdoor Centre 

on the south-west corner of the island provides 50 

acres of camping; and indoor hostel 

accommodation for up to 24 people in South 

Shore Lodge.  In addition to toilets, showers and 

amenities, you will also find our new Scout & 

Guide Trading Post and Heritage Centre, staffed 

daily by volunteers. 

You may find the following information useful in 

planning your visit. 

 

The National Trust 

Brownsea Island is owned by the National Trust 

and today they also operate and manage the 

Baden-Powell Outdoor Centre, in partnership with 

locally based Scouting and Guiding members. 

The island is generally open from the beginning of 

April until the end of October (campsite end 

September).   

 

For all bookings and enquiries, contact 

Group Visits 
The National Trust 
Brownsea Island 
Poole,  
Dorset, BH13 7EE 
Tel: 01202 707744 
Fax: 01202 701635 

Email: brownseaisland@nationaltrust.org.uk 

Website:   www.nationaltrust.org.uk/brownsea 

An information pack, including current prices, 

comprehensive site and activity information and 

booking forms, together with a list of equipment 

available for hire, will be sent. 

 

Boats to Brownsea Island 

Boats run frequently from Poole and Sandbanks 

throughout the season.  Contact the ferry 

companies direct for bookings and information.  

Group discounts are available with special rates 

for campers.   

Please note that there are restrictions on the 

carrying of luggage and equipment in place.  We 

recommend that you make use of the full range of 

camping and cooking equipment available for hire 

on the island.  

For those wishing to bring their own equipment 

the ferry companies now operate cargo boats at 

an additional cost.  It is important that you discuss 

your needs with the National Trust and/or ferry 

companies in advance of your visit. 

 

From Poole Quay 

Greenslades Pleasure Boats 
Tel: 01202 631828 
Website: www.greensladepleasureboats.co.uk 

 

From Poole Quay or Sandbanks 

Brownsea Island Ferries 

Tel: 01929 462383 

Website:   www.brownseaislandferries.com 

Boats for day visitors also operate from 

Bournemouth Pier and Swanage. 
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Day Visitors fee 

Once on Brownsea Island, you will have to pay a 

day visitors fee.  Admission is free to National 

Trust Members.  Group discounts are available, 

but must be booked in advance. 

Educational Group Membership is offered to non-

profit making groups, whose members are in full-

time education.   By joining EGM on arrival, you 

will benefit immediately from savings on the cost 

of your visit, as well as obtaining free entry for 

your group to all National Trust properties for the 

next twelve months. You must, however book 

your educational group visit  in advance. 

 

Scouting information 

A ‘Nights Away Notification’ is required from all 

UK Scout Association members camping or 

staying on the island, 14 days in advance of your 

visit.  For details as to where this form should be 

sent and answers to any other specific Scouting 

or Guiding questions call 0870 743 1907 

 


